Using a Punnett Square

A Punnett Square is a tool used for predicting how genes will combine.

· DOMINANT ALLELES ARE REPRESENTED BY CAPTIAL LETTERS

· recessive alleles are represented by lower case letters

REMEMBER: an allele is any form that the gene may have.  For example, the alleles for a pea plant’s height can be tall or short.

· Homozygous- having two identical alleles for a trait     Ex: TT or tt

· Heterozygous- having two different alleles for a trait
Ex:  Tt
· Genotype- genetic makeup of an organism’s trait  (Ex: TT, Tt, or tt)
· Phenotype- an organism’s physical appearance or visible traits as a result of their genotype  (Ex: tall, short)
Here’s what a Punnett Square looks like:



Practice:

