Protists are a Diverse Group of Organisms- ANSWERS

Essential Questions:

· Scientists classify living things into kingdoms, phyla, classes, and so on.  Do they ever change the way they classify things? YES!!
· What might cause them to change the way something is classified? How does the classification system group organisms? Scientists discover new things, new organisms, new characteristics about an organism. Technolgy can increase our view and change how we see the world so we have to change how we group things.
· What are the characteristics that define Protists?

1) Most protists are Single-celled
a) All protists cells have Nucleus = Eukaryote
b) Other organelles they have are Cytoplasm, Cell Membrane, Chloroplasts, Mitochondria, Flagella, Ribosomes etc.
2) Protists are a diverse group of organisms.

a) They are not considered part of the Plant, Animal, or Fungi kingdoms.

b) Protists are nicknamed The Outsiders, “left-overs”, Oddballs, Outliers.

c) Some examples of Protists are: Euglena, Slime Mold, Amoeba, Paramecium
3) Protists are classified by how they get their energy.
a) Protists get energy by being Producers (plant-like), Consumers (Animal-like), or Decomposers (fungi-like).
b) Identify each of the following protists and explain how they get energy.
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	Name
	Euglena
	Amoeba
	Slime Mold

	How they obtain energy
	Do photosynthesis in chloroplasts- Make their own food using the sun’s light for energy
	Consumes or eats organisms or parts of organisms.
Will “engulf” or surround food and take it into its body
	Decomposer- breaks down dead material in the environment
Many will break down a dead/rotten tree.


